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THE PL'BLIC'S IXTti-ttEST IX Tlll.
OYST-.R LAWS.

The Tirnes-Dlspatch acknowiedpes
with pleasure a letter, published cls*..-

Where, from the Hon. McDonald Lee,
chalrman of the State lioard ot

Fisheries, in reference to our edltorial
uf the 20th.
What this paper wlshed to mak-

ilear was tliat dlfforont departments
of tho oyster nnd flsh industry.* should
be charged wlth their expenses. and
the profits and losses placed where
they bolonged, tliat, as in any regular
buslness, it mlght be seen exactly what
the profits and losses are.

The policiug of the public rocks

should thereforc, we think, be charged
to that department, for which It wa*

created, and the returns from t'nat
source should be crtrfited to It. il
certalnly does not seem falr that lhe
tlshermen, clammers and planters of
the State shouid be charged with ary
at that sum when they have alreauy
been taxed by the Stato to pay for
the prlvliege of dolng buslness and for j
a protection whlch ls so acanty as to ,

be practlcally valueless.

Charglng the expenses where we

believe they belor.g, we find policlng
costs the -.tate $29,5'..50, while tho re¬

celpts ,from the publlc grounds, includ¬
ing tongers and dredgers only, wasjj
-.13,913, showing a dellcit ot J3.02S.50.!
as waa stated ln the article to whlch,
Mr. Lee takes esceptlon.
Regardlng the question of the area

o£ the productlve grounds It resolvcs
uself entirely Into a question of wh*it
constilutes productlveness, and The
Tlmes-Dlspatch feels at Ilberty to ad-
here to Its standard of what falr pr->-
ductiveness conslsts ln, and bases its

calculations accordingly.
However, we do not feel that we aro

acting entirely without authorlty iu
this matter. for our honorable, Board
of Fisheries, ot whlcr, Mr. Lee is tne
chalrman, has this to say in its re¬

port:
"Dr. Caswell Grave, of the Mary-

Tand Shollflsl. Commlssion, has mad.j
publlc some startling flgurea, showing
the decrease in the acreage of the
productlve oyster rocks of Pocomoke
Sound, Md. which has been surveyt-a
and plotted by the comml.-slon.

"In 1SS0, wic'n- -ifjrveyed by Llcuto-
nant WlnsJ.w,*"" lt_ liad 1,360 acres of
productlve ground; thc last survey
.-how. a productlve acreage of 1.40S
acres, a shrlnkuge of 5.&0. acres." Con-
tinulng the report of the Bonrd^ ot
l-'isheric-s says: "Whlle this was equaily
ti-ue of tho.e portions of Tangler und
Pocomoke Sounds lying wlthln Vir-
ginla, a reactlon Is In effect to-day."
What thle reactlon has umountcd to

Tho Times-Dispatch has no means of I
t-i-yliig,- but judging from the fellow-
tng statem.nts, in the eame report, tlie
i eaction is not very encouraging:

'Dredgia)E is decreaslng year by year;
the gradual exhaustion of the dredging
Sruunds is maklng it unprotitablc t»|
.redge.
"The number of tongers on the pub-

lic rocks is not as great this season a.

last, and llkely wlll not be."
If the remainder of the public bot-

toms have reached a simllar condition
find this paper haa no reason to bellove
.-'therwise, especially eince we note ln
the-same report the 'followlng ln r'_-
^ard to bottoni? in another sectlon
. i-.iirely.our calculationsas to relutlve
vroductivo acreage nre fully justlfled:

In fact; the latter," says tho report
r the Board of Fisheries, "that is th*j

oyster, is neiit-jy extlnct thero, that is
in thu waters of Malhuws aml Glou-
..v-stcr, but these bottoms cuuld be
..nade productlve ngain if iri the hand-:
.t tiie l,L-f*t cltiaens of that communily,
fjnder pr.tent couditions, few of the
Whltea can nfford to waste timo on thc
rocks."

| Tn view of the above slatenieht-i it
v/ould not sc-'.-m tliat thi. paper hu.l
oversig.ted tho condition of thL public

.; hottoms. Furt.hermor., The Titnea-
Ziis-pat-cti would ll>:« to itk a f.v,
qu^stloas:
Why ic lt that the planters of Vlr-

gr'piu w)io pay the SUte annually
i-jioutands of dollars ln rents a.nd taxo,
?--this year lt waa over SGO.oOu.-an-
cpBt this State nothlng for protecttoi
ttd pollce, ure not encouraj..- ty th
i'r.l! exunt of tho Stute's abllity? Tli.:
cr^ato wealth, ivorlc and prosperlty i
;. li-ii. eectU.iit*. OU.. i Him, ... iia\.., ,,,

4 (.ouraged tl.v-lll lij Ule llttelmysl, nn
_oun<_ 11. wi.-lj worth ua-lr wiilio; bi
y.. tliit .Sbtti ilie pliii.t.-rs imv. if-celM-

& Jllltlv or uo ii;-i'i'.-tul,ce. Tliey hityo l>eo

laced contlnually on the tlefonalvo,
nd, have frerpiently had to contend
ir even thelr commarelai life.
A blU Is now pending ln hoth
ranohfca of the Legislature whlch pro-
Ides thait under tho dtrectlon nntJ con- ¥
.o) of tho State Board of Flsherles 1
nrts of thls unproduotlvo area may
o leased to planters for ralslng seed
vstors. Thls wlli not only greatly
icreuse the rovenues of the Stato by
,'ntals, but will Immediately revivb a O,
uslnosa that Is assured ly lnngulshlng

Vlrglnla, though uiidev tlbernl lens-
ig laws tho same Is prosperlng won-

urftilly In Cbtirieotlctit nnd Louisiana,
I'erhnp* tho blll has como tn, tho nt-
.ntlon of Ihe Htntr llonrd of FlBherles. r*

so, Tho Tliiics-IJIspntr-h would like
i osk these genlleincn, ns oxport cur-
ndlons of thls valuablo source of rov-
tino, what vulld objectlon citn bo
.god to loaslng tho unprodnctlvo bot-
mis, F"oing thnt to do so, without
.prlvlng the tonger of nny rlght or

.Ivllege he now posBpsses, would vast-
Inoreaso' the aren tlrtaer cultlvatlon,

rlng larger reveiuies int.n our.treas-
ry,. prosperity to Tldewater, ana onco
ir all rfottle the matter that is need-
ssly costlng us thotitmhda nnnually?

TVTHY Jin. BlARSilALLt
In 1905 tlio Water Works were ap-
falsod by Messrs. H. R. Follnrd, Jr.
. B. Blnlr and Jnnies E. Cannon at
iroe mllllon flve hundred thousand
tlliirs. Since then probably threo hun-
red thousand dollnrs nddltlonal has
?en spent on tho sottllng bnsln. Alto-
sther the Water Department of Rich-
ond to-day is worth In the nclghbor-
ood of four mllllon dollars. At nve
or cont. thls sutn represents an annual
et Incomo of two hundred thousand tu

ollnrs, whlch in an enormous business li

ndertnking, whether viewed from
rlvate or a publlc standpolnt. Certainly
business of this magnltude is cntl- h*

led to tho best nnd most cnpablo mun- *'
gement obtalnable, nnd |n a private
itislness such management would bo £
ecured. No makeshlft ndinliilstratlon h
vIU stifllce. Bralns, experlence, force,
.apdeity and Integrlty nro essentlal.
md nothlng less should bc tolerated.
The Times-Dispateh is led to refer

o these woll-known facts In order to
.mphasize tlie responslbllity upon tho
Council of choosing tho rlght man for
Superlntendent of the 'Water Depart-
nent.
It Is sald that a Mr. W. p. Marshall

¦as already secured pledges of enough
'Otes to insure hls electlon. If ho is
inilnentiy and admittedly the proper1
lead for thls great department. by al|
neans let thc Council elect him. But. T
n the meantlme. let the Council ask ^
tself, as the cltlzens are asking to-day,
.Vho Is thls Mr. Marshall? What has
le done as a hydraullc or clvli engl-
leer to ontltle him to conslderatlon for ti
hls positlon? What Is hls record, and
vhat is hls reputatlon? What glfts
las he sndwn ln the past that would
ustlfy tho belief that hls adminlstra-
tion of thls great muntclpal work
vould be successful and efflcient ln the
future?

If these questlons cannot be clearly £inswered in the afflrmatlva neither Mr.
Marshall nor any one eIse should be
for a moment consldered as a possi-
biUly.

.TRY ACAIX. j c

The Board of Control, proposed by!"
a Council committee. is dead. and itU
ought to be. That meetlng at the t
Chambor of Commerce determlned be- x
yond all peradventure that Richmond^wanted not more. but less machinery: \.not added complexlty. but increased! ,simpllficatlon. This the propostd
Board of Control did not glve. It left]1the Fire Board. the Police Board and ,the Schooi Board and superlmposed f
Itself on top of all three. Above all,
it lett thc Council at flfty-six!
What should be done ls to follow

the course herctoforo proposed ny riic-
llmes-Dlspatch, whlch course Mr.
Turpin .commended last nlght.name'.y.
to appolnt a commlssion of cltlzens
and membnrs of the Council to go
over this whole matter' again and
brlng in a worklng plan. Whlle
awalting this report The Tlmes-Dls¬
patch suggests that the Clty Council se-
cure an amendment to the clty charter
whereby tho Council may both reduce
the number oi wards and the number
of Councllmen;

What would not the flerce ond b'Hr-
fcarous trlbcs of Walker county, Texas,
glve for tho prlvilegb of stieking thclr
goatsUin-clad members under a break-
f»st table of genuine Old Virginia
siuisage. wllh thi: feather-llght Hen¬
rico Sally I.unn slttlng domurely on
thc slde!

Waltlng cuslomevs ln Tennessee,
Kentucky and GeorgiR are agaln urged
to be patlent. It is. of course, lm-

I possible for Old Blll Skllllt to t'egln
cutting hls f lawl.ess und fanioiis lec
iintil thn laggard woatherman hns
uikort a few moro falls out of the thor-
uiomcter.

Whlle it i.s true that John J >. Uocko-
feller ls now brnamehtlng Georgin.'uililst. it |s snid tliut hi' hus posltivblydoclined to flnanco tim annual niove-
i.ient for iho massaere of the Elberta
pinch croji.

It costs us, it seems, $5,000,000 a yearto run the Phillpplnes. There should
b"e no klck comlng 6n this: for, as wo
rrcall the Intost enumuration, il i«
only at the rate of about H un Island..
Thero will be tweuty-iivo leap yearsjin this century. Tliat I.s why tlie Mns-

sacl-usetts untnurriod glrls under '7
nro beglnnlug to perk up, :,j that anv-
body could notlce it.

.j Jacob Klla announpes tliat Mr. Roos-i:-
velt Is going to be the next Mavor offKew York. Xot bein»? -|ult«. thvi'wholo
metropolitan show, howovc-r, Jucoh mav
Iind It u little diflicult to dollver the
goods. -

"Lot the women talk," say* Henry|\\attersoii, resiguedly, havlng qvtdenti
ly fought as long as he Is gfolrig to onth« other slde of the fence,

Martln LUUeton's t-iilef Kt.,reugUi li,.-.:
'¦» >ii" Bi'tat dlii'.'rt'ii''.' Intvv.'ii hhn-
b.c-II aud N'upoloon' Deimni

ally Mr. 'i'^fl hasn'i' Utuu to ln
»Ury ,.; \y«r iu...i .f iiiM .linoui,

Rhymes for To-Day
PBRPHCT WISATIIt-R, BUT-

T'S nll rlght that. January ha. be¬
come more brl.k and merry,

And the mercury la gally dropplng
down,

's all rlght thnt tardy wlntor from
Church Hlll to Pnrk of Glnter

Has dCBcendod, chlll and Icy, on tho
town;

I'm glad thnt It turned colder ere
the scnson waxcd much oldcr

Or tlie Icc-skate took nnothor coat of
rust:

I'm Klnd that It's cold-snnppyl O,
I'm vory glad und liappy!-

But I tvish tho rndlalor liadn't bust'.

thn wlnd Is blowlng brlskor than
Boree-ns o'or one'8 whlakor,

I hnve froi. no klck to puss you off
the bnt;

the night.so I would rank lt--
cnlled for t rlple-doiiblc-blnnk'H,

I nm itbsolutcly satlsllcd wltli that.
it Isn't nny matter lt' my teeth nro

lieard to cliattci"
And I ahlver llko nn ague.'cause I

must;
It's always Jolly wenthor when the

gang can s;et togetber-
But I WISIC the radlutor hndn't

bust! II* a H.

MEREI-Y JOKHs-G

ir* lllnt Overlnolted.
Miss Ascum: "I hoarrl Mls«* Ofiblile cnll-
on you tho olher day. I don't sUppO-0

n not *i ohincc to opi*n your mouth."
Miss Bright: "Oh, yes; 1 had lt open
r-inrt cnnstnntly."
M'sn Awnm: "Vr.ii dlit'"
Miss Bi-lght! "Yes. yawntng: bnt she
.ver look th. hlnt.''..Ehltndolphla In-
dror.

.veiige.
"Ho doesn't thlnk much of soclety. Ile
11s lt codllsh nristocrncy.".
"Perhaps hc liasn'l been tnvitea to II.
tertnlnments."
"Oh, yes: ho hns."
"And ho decllned?"
"Yes. Ile salil he wouldn't go to cod-
h ball-.".Nashvtllo Amcrlcnn.

iiiinliic Xo Kl-li.
"Wlia. .*" ask. tho maklcn aunt. "Goinir
marry that Mr. Nowwun? Why. you

irdly Itnow tlie mnn, Imogone. In the
w itays you hnve. been ncqunliitcd wlth
Ini you cannot posslbly linvo learned nny-
nng of hls fiimily or untocedciit. or hnblts
r imrsonal circumstanc.-.'.'
"Thnt Is truo, Aunt Kcturnh. But you
nve ulwnys told me tlmt no woman who
nows nnythlng aliout n man wlll marry
1m.".Succe.s Magnzlnr.
eiint Much tn Hlm.
"Yes," suld tlie obosc panscnger wltli tli.'
vastlka pln ln hls tle, "I atwayi look for*
nrd lo the openlng of tlie football season
itli dollght."
"Vou are nn admlrcr of the sport, eli?"
¦jolnod thc hardware drummei.
"Well, not exactly," replled tho o. p.,
jut I'm a .urgcon.".Chlcago News.

erf.ctljr "Pcnceful.
"So you have declded to leave your man-
Sir?" sald tho Intervtew.r.
"Yes," anawared the prlma donna.
"Quarrel with the manager?"
"No, Indeed. But the only way to avold
in I. for us to scparat..".Washington
tar.

Iii'-tniii Scason.
"My husband ls so thougrhtful." said tho
broop Street lady. _

"Hc never rcturns ln
le evening wlthout brlnging me home a lot
f chestnuts.'
"Mlne brlngs home a lot of chestnut:,

io," replled her frlend.
"And are they roasted?"
"No; but ho Is roasted before he flnlshcs
'.-rlnglng off chestnuts uboul bclnp: do-
ilned at the offlce and havlng to show an
;.l customer to the statlon.".Chlcago Nows.

THE CXION KIXD.

Y/HAT perfect sdmpllcity was achlevefl
\M iu the Vandc-rbllt-Szechenyl weddingrT affair. The bill for lavender orchlrts
o. kept down to the bagatello of S.O.O'k'.
-Jackson (Mlsa.) News.

Prohlbition took a. good many people'r.
teath away, much to thelr galn..Atlanta
.eorglan.
The Acrc-Herald advlses ex-erybody in Blr-
.'.ngham to he vacclnated. The antl-
itexlne Idea In that town KPcnis to be
cldlng out pretty well..Houston Post.

As fast as the Russlans think of a new
rimc they charge Ooneral uStoessol wlth It.
-Washington Post.

It ls cstimnted that It costs an Amerl*
iat! mllllonalre J 100.000 to rear a son. And
hen lt may cost hlm jjon.000 to prove hlm
paranolac wher. ha gets into dovllment,

¦hich Is a good deal to spend on an anlmal
..erth. on thc average, nine cents..Louls-
illc- Courier-Journal.

Mr. Gates says he expects to take pot*
_cl* freciui>ntly with hls Port Arthur nelsh*
ers. Jackpotluck, no doubt..Houston
>0St.

Congratulntlons to Count and Countess
.a.ik. JTono Maria Henrlk Slmon Szechenyl
nd cspeclally to the count..Bristol Hcr*
!d-Courier.

. . .

Behlr.d the reported heavy domand In
.Vnc.uela for laundry maehinery there
urks the skeleton of clvll war. It wlll
>* f-isy to stlr up rebolllon among a nat-
irally hot-tempored peoplo tenderod un.
u.i'.-illy peovlsh by havlng all of the buttons
ntaehod from thelr llnwrle onco a week..
.oulsville Courier-Journal.

* . .

The paragrupher of tlio Itichinond Tlm _.
llspatcl-) refcrs to tho "loud and startllnit
iiiir.ee emanatlng frorn the dlrcetion n'
3uvls, of Arkansas." Any disturbance of
bnt sllcnce, even though unliuentlonal
ll.i'cutd cuusa the fnlnn. actlng ns a com-
¦nlltei* nf tlio whole. to sit upon the, cas.
ind the offendor..Columbus Enquirer'-'Sun'.
Thc Rlchmond Tlmes-Dlspatch, self-ap-jolnted eeiisor oi sub'ects for humoroun

wrltlng ln newsp.ipers. very properly bars
musage. The kind mndo durlng the moon
5f hog kllllngs hi Kentucky U an Insplratlonror sonnet bullders. und not a thornc fo*
je.',i..r.oulsvillc Coiirki-Journal.
There aro more dolayed suburbnu tralns

rvniiiiiB Into Marvelous Munliattan to-davihr-u th*ie are 6>id VlrKtnln sausaues ln
Rlslble Itlchmond uml grand old wldowsIn red-headud, dlnipled texas coinblneri..New York Mall.

.N'ervy >r0vlii. Bill'ous Bailey, Artful Adams.Cey Cook, Rowdy Rowell, Rh«|i niee Aoii-racniou- ArmstroiiB, Moonshin.lc-ss McCart-
l.ey. Hefty Harrison nnd all (hat bunch'.'o/ptrnielous narriRrnphors are wnrned lo let
up on Atlantu'H nrldlty, as It. la ,,,-, u-.hkc;
a Jcko.-.Atlanta Georglan. B

The Coliuntila Stnte trois out one of ll«Bcuth- Cnr.,11.,.-, .o-enllcl poets nml out- hlm
.Mii.tic-.tncry Ailvertlser nml >h.' Ob.erve-f. wlilch It nddrcssra about livn Htlcks oidi'l'Wou- nnd nUal eng.. «,l«linli,B tl.at ,uluuled in Virgliilu, Alabarna

ls uiitimt ih mer-
h seOin iho Invlia-

blrds; 11.is South Cai.ll,Vinn ls ?ft ¦ erVklnrnven. The Stoto's olTroutery nmnz.H' im

or Ncirtli CiifOII
dilvi'l uiul wo VI

Voice of the People.
TU.* -ThliVH-UUiiututi uill prlntHlgnetl leii.M-s on nll nuesllou_i .vliloliri-lalj* t. itie pnl.lle ivelfme. .Suclinrtleli'si »lii>iii<l i.,( vxevwi lu leuKthi.,n \vnrilK, o-vcenl u,.,|.-r e\cenrt«>itultlronni.tauues, slioittij |,c vts-neilwlth tlm full nnme (). the writer.'rnil Btiould heat lils. <ir lier address.Tli!r., "f ,"'S c,t 1Ile *** .".u-r wiu in*ivltliheld !f de*.Jred.

Mr. "Lee ou -The VuulMiluj- Oyster,Editor of Tlie Tluicrt-Di-mitch:bir.-.A icndhiR (dltorlal lu vour issue or to-dy.y (Wednesduy) on "ThVnntsitins Oyster" leads off 'is follow.*i nera aro ln Virginia s.n.ooo iici'eoi Bo-icullotl oysipr.beartng bottombel¦by tli- snu,. ror fiv.i publlc use. I'nuer the i. rnw >'i h,, n.-iyior survoH'iik "i tliii* inu'd iiii-jiii bu lense.i i.rlv.ite li.divi.l.u.h, iMouijfll. a.s a iiiiii
jttr pt ruet. thu gieat uiiijni'lty of tli'bodv 0( l.ll.l. .-ay ;,.nii,| iiereii, ,,!',diu-es siiel- s-.i ;il| ininiHllU'H ut oysiei
118 tu 1.- i-riiniiiercfiilly iiii|il'olU il ble 1
llliose pni'smiH wlio live |,y Uiktll," .yilui-ei ii*. nn tiua uf ton>r»i .VJrir.ali

Iiot-.gh naturally tho best oyster-pro-
in.ui.jjj; but«i hi Aintsrica, derivod lat»«,
tar irotn licbtise* troin lomsers ntur-
1 *8,oi)0 le»H thun u coat lo protuci
he oysttr bottoms. ln otnor woids;
irgimd Is uf. fartsent dcrlvmg no net
avenue from her oyater beud, whlle
.uinibetlout, Rhode island, Maasaeiiu-
ttts, Ljiilsiamt and Itxns are ln Vb-
tlpt of very large incomcs from tnc-p
i>mc sourcet*. Elther vnelnia canno*. (
iake hor oysters prolltabie, or thero t
< Komtthlng radlcally wrong ln tho ,
.ay thls natural Bourco of wealth is.i
eing adminihtertd." .....¦-J*Aa tho luf orinfttlon In the poasosslon,
f your writer t'Oems to be ex V^th \

nd very meagro, l trust you will i
orrect! the. Impros.man to-day mo.de
Y thls speolous iii-Kunu'tit upon, the |
llnda of those eonsiderliiK the propo-i c
Itlon rolatijig to flsli nnd oyetors. I
Whlle somo of thc ground Within

he Baylor Bitrvoy Is barren, and m'glU e
/1th prollt to the State nnd ind vld- <

iiIh be rented out, Lho fluures yoi rc-j l
Ito would bo nnarer. though stlll not ,

ihoUy, correct, If reversed, viz., 216,000
eros stlll prollttibh- to thc tongers, <
nd 25,000 acres lm rron. JWhllo license monoy nloiio rrom
ongers.does not npproxlmato l.''0 ,?"-jIrc cost -if foHterlng oi l-rott'ctlng (

hc. Industrv In this or other ot then
¦ynter Stitt'es; It ls not falr to pny
hat "Vlrglnla ls at present derlvlng
io net rovenue from her uyster boas.
¦r that "thoro Is somethlng radlcally
i-rong In thu wny thls nnturai /"»«."<:¦¦
f wealth Is being nilininlstcied.
'hore are other .branches of the n-

lustry tliat brlng In revenue andwliieh|,
oqulrc expense ln fosterlng. protect-
ng and law entorcemetit. j,
It took $33.0.10 (In round tiumbers)

n prottot, fostur and mlmliilstcr tbe
W's pcrtalnlng lo tho llsh and oyittov
ndustry tho pun y.-ar, from whlch
lu. Board of Kishtrtes (th** ndmlnls-.
rators) eollected $100,000, leaVlng a,,
let cash proflt turned lnt° "Ml" treas-
iry of Vlrgtnia'of over $«e.on0.
T tako It that vour idea wns to argue
hat more money should be derlved,,
roni tho public tongtng brr. nch of tne
ndustry, and" tliat the Legleaturo
hould enact hws thnt the Imlustryj
nljrht be the bottrr .ultiilnLstcrrd but,,
his was r.ot made clear. Why not
isk leglslation to this cid iiffectlngi
dl the branches? The board ls seek-j!
ng better laws nt tne hands of tlie.,;
irr-sont Legislature. and means ljy|'|vhlch "tt> operate tho force.-; under its|,ommnnd, and if these are gh"n us.
'.c can prnmlse stlll better condltions li
md Ineretje,- returns. We bcllc: tbis
o l.ave been vour objoct, and we are|;
.¦tntfful ..iccordlnglv for tl..- go.id ln-|'
-ntfon. Tr ls probable you have not[,
'nd the tlme to peruse tlie Board of;'Ishcrios' annual report, whicli If yoivli
in,i done would not have nec'essltated
hls correctlon. The tlgures I have!'
:lted. und contnlned ln tlie report.¦ can
ii' stibstantlated nt thf Auditor's olftco.
Tbnnltlng you for gpuce to sei tho

mbllc mlnd atifrht on theie facts. and
or any cornmenl to thal ind vou may
nakc, I nm, Re«»nectfiiIIv.

XV. MODONALD LRK,
-hnlrmnn Stato Board of Flsheries.

nencoriMflcId'H Trllmtc lo Womeu.
iklitor of Tho Tlmes-Dlspatch.
Slr,.ln offset to Dr. Taylor's oplnlonH woman I herewlth submit that of

L,ord Beaeonsileld:
"It I.s at the foot of woman we

Hace the laurel wrcath that without
lier 5miles would never have been
jalned.
"It Is her Imoge that sitrlngs the

yre of the poet and nnimates the
.oice In the blaze uf elonuent faction.
Jowever unfortunate, ho-wever op-iressed, If a man only loves and Is
oved In return, he can strlke a bal-
Jnce In favor of existcnce; for tho
ove of woman can mutnlne the dark-
:st woof of povertv and lighten the
ihackles of the slave." FRANCES.
Botetourt, Va., Jan. 2D, 1308.

Aiiitwer to Telcgrnpher.
Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
SIr,.If you will please permlt me,

nrough the colunms of your paper. I
ivotild like to reply to "»\Ir. Telegra-r>her," who seems to be of the oplnionthat the railroadd are cuttlng wages
in account of tho --cent rate, and ho
md other railway employes are cir-
:ulatlng a petlt.on to the Legislature
to go back to the 3-cent rau-. As a
fact, the 2-cent rate has absolutely
nothlng to do with the cuttlng of
iv agts. As an illustratlon, and as the
1'hesapcake and Ohio passes thls place,I whi eite them as an example, Flr.-,t
.Is not the company, under thelr
charter, requlred to carry local travel?
If so, are they not compelied to have
trains? They have to run those trains
whether tlurf is one or 100 passen-
gers. So if the tra.n has a maxlmum
of passengers, they galn; if the min¬
imum, they lose. That local train has
got to run, whether it is a loss or
gain. The local travelers are tho
ones who proflt' by the 2-cent rate.
Is the 2-cent rate responsible for.
tvreokage ancl the great loss in damage
suits? If the 2-cent rate Is connsca-
tory, under what name would you call
a wreck of from Cjight to ten heavily
loaded coal cars, tnat took p.aco with¬
in 200 yards of the depot? Will the
restoring or' 1 cent a m.le pay the
damage done hy such a wreck? Why,
Mr. Teltgraphtr, does your road cut
wages on ihe 2-cent rate, when on tho
frelght they have added to the tarlff
rate irom 2 cents to 10 cents over the
old rate? Last June flour per,barrel
from Rlchmond here wa.i 12 ctnts; now
it ls IS or 20 cents per. barrel. Lard
Is 2 cents per 100 pounds more; sugar
Is advanced. Oll.well. that has gone
sky-rocketlng.01 cents per barrel.
Now, ln the name of reason, will you
U-U me how the wages will be inilu-
enccd by the S-ceht rato, when frt-iglit
lias advanced, and more freight travois
than people? MJ3KCHANT.

Toiino, \'n. January 2Hn;
»-

Ilt-lliiiinent Tnie».
Edlior of The Timc-s-Dispatch:

fcjir,.Tli-j present Legislature prom¬
lses to be busy indtt-.d rrom the inul-
tltude of bllls presented and tnlketl of
in ti.u nutst.t of the sfcsslon.
.The people are keeping well ur.

wlth the pisiiH and propouals of thelr
yoprestntatives, and those who are
nianlftsting dlllgence ln tho prosccu¬
tlon of thelr dutles and pralseworthy
publlc iplrit lu teeklng to enaot U-g-
islation foi tiie publlo weal will re-
ceive special and honorablo recogniilon
at the haiuU, not only of thelr con-
atituents. ijut of t.ie. electors of tho
Stat.: at large. Without almlng to
dttruct from tho well-merlttd e'neo-
mlums tii-n. mav properly belong to
other lftgi.-lators, it is tho purpoao of
thls articie to call especlal attention
to tho nishly laudablo irianifeBtations
of zeal for the publlc welfnro dvlneed
by the honorablo Eugene C. Massle,
one of niehinond's representatlves in
the lower house.

Undauut?ii i,y tho rejoctlon of his
blll liefor..- pruvlous Leglslatures to
havo iho Torrensi systUm o£ registra-
tion oi' l.i iitie.s' adopted in Vir¬
ginia, r,.t.,,i,.| .Massio hus proved iilm-
self to piisscss u strong inhorent apti-
tudo nnd giiiln.s for tho work of n
Uglslai.-ir i,v hiK recenl LI11 in j-egard
ln dcliiiniuiit tax laws, as well as
other iitiiitioious measures he pro-
poses t<> !.. enitcted'by tho pteseni
Assembly. n is iny purpose to voluu-
tccr a i'.-w .oiggestlons in uld of Colo¬
nel Mii><i,-'s effort to simpllfy nnd
reforni tlu; iiresent intrlcato uml coni'
plleati-d :-.;11.. of tho law on Ihe sub¬
ject of <kliiuiuent taxes. Permiv mo
tc (livi -i.u,. uiy bellef ln the valtdity
and k'Loutv ,,f ^he greut majorlty of
tnx iiH.s. Tuxea constitute tlio tlr.-:t
and lir.t-.iuiouiil ilt-n upon land by law.
Tb" Si.c 0f Vlrglnla has a perfeel
right in n,,. xerci-e or ln'-.r sovereignty
.to 1'iifor. thn collectlon' of ber rev,..
niic i.y tl,.. oiiaotnient'.of leglslation.

.1 givhif, >uiisuiitial prbflts or oremlum.-
:f to puv'.'ha.-.;-!; of land for taxes, in ov-

{ aev to sti-qngthen Interest'¦ ln sucl'
1 saH-s up, the part of speculators and
therfby cxpedlte and tnorease the pay-
ment ot' taxes,

As rep-.'.'ted ln the' press. Colonel
^l.aiasslc'M blll |-as a provlslon "tbat nc

(aud or contraot concsrnlng real r-s.
tute can i.. reeorded without a cortlfl-

.|<','.io fi-,,,,, tno treasurer statlng thut
'. all deiimiuent taxes on the properl>
: H. t|ii..<.«i i-.ii i,ave been pald.">l Tt t\ ..iii.i soi-ni that this would bt
II *"» o>;.',.|ii-nt s-titit-,lo lf tt were unieiuV
-j ed or ali.'i', ,| |,v. i.-avliig out tho V.'or..

"i¦iiiir....!. .,.^' i.L .a 4iave refoivno.
.;s.',ii'iy ,|, ,,,is eonveylng run) ostati

or- lui, .-. sts iimrohi,,11.. ..,.,.....,( requll'.eilloHt. "t
,

''.''
-if"l"K :'¦.'.. ii.. '.iiiim- taxes. lu my luini-
"i ''" J" '-"o. hi, uupcnrs io M cunibrr-
' .''"''',"' !"W. und renulring teo, "oin-l
" I red i.iiK-. |,,.i .n0 Hal.o. sM(,llC,o li
, «i«ri'}' tltie to tho 'VORl 'OHtatO, pi'O-

lded tlie owner falls to red.em lt ln
lio regular norlod of t*wo years.
The nrovlslr'n to hnve the l.ind sold

iy thc samo procedure thut I* uso*'
h .nforelng other llcns, vlz., by a suit
n ecitiliy,' an In tho case o£ tore-
losure euits tvoiild entall mtich labor*
ipon tho attorney tur the Common-
v.alth In each county nnd clty, for
rhlch that ofrjclal would have to ne
omnensatfd out of the nubllc revn.
nies ln thc event tho land should nnt
ell for a sum sufflclent to t>ay hlj
.e«, as woll as tho taxes nnd court

However, It seoms probablo that thu
*ery conslilorablo expense pe thls
netliod of procedure would be rriorn
hnn offsot by tho compensntlnB advtin-
ntrcM in the resuIlliiK protection to
>ther llenlioldcrs nnd to tho owner of
lio property. ,.,. , U.The fenturo nlmlng to nbollsh tlio
loiiulo taxntlon now prevnllliiB l» 'lu?
ases of notns and bonds, otc, Hecurcd
IV deeds of trust nn realty, by ex-

mptlng thoso ohos.a ln nctlon, uppenrs
o ho lust ntirl propor. On thu whole,
'olonci Mnsslfi'n tnx blll uppears it>
ioshcsh much merlt, nnd hy tho llnii'
t fictM thrmigh a commlttee nnd both
irnitelies nf the ..oglslnturo it wlll
lonbtless nrnvo n most excellont nicnii-
irc. XV. T>. PATTI-SON.
Scottsvlllo, Vn., .lan. 27. 1008.'

Vlrgtnlii I'rlilillililon.
-dllor of Tho Tlinos-Dlsjiatch:
Slr,.i beg spneo of your. valuable

mp.r'to ninke- montlon sthut 1 hnve
icnnned wlth querulous wondor, st,
/'irginia's leaders und .leglslutors, tlio'
ulniiLea of the State Pr.,hlbltlon Con-].entlon ot North Carollna given In tho
ssiie of tlio 22d Inst., In *rtl>lch ls con-
nlncd thc marks und lncasuves ot
uanhood nnd greatness dlsplayed!
lirou>*;li Governor Glenn Jn litst uucsl
if means and actions to udhere t.i
lio views of tho f.optiluoe. . In this
vlse, favorlng- prohlbltlon, the Gov¬
ernor snld, should tlie LeglHlaturc de-
.lile to .loavu it to n vote, he himself
.¦tis ono volunteer to go ovcr the Stato
ind work untll the Inst volo was east
ind victory won. Ah! this Is tlie ono
r.nn Amerlca thlrsts i\ftcr; he'a a gllt-
crlng- sapphlre Ii) lils offlco, a chryso-
ite for Legislature, a dinmoml for tlio
irosldency, and thc essentlnl exemplur
'or Virglnia. Elscwliere- in otlier Is-
iiies as woll the Governor made puli-
Ic hls views ngnjnst lntoxlcants, aud
is a proof of hls patriotism. we llnd
ntor tho blll passed. Tlio peoplo
.vliom he Horves lu such an exaltlng!
nnnner feel the need of such a lender. I
md to-day, where'er ymi may wpciik
lio name of Ge-vernor "Glenn in North
.arolinn, you learn he is attested witli
'lio highcsl eulogv.
We have not yet lost cbnfldenco In

)ur Governor Swanson and tlu- legldlu-
ors. but thelr memories need joggltig
ii ordi- lo awaken theni to duty und
earn the wants .f Vlrglnla's majorlty,

I. c.. prohlbltlon, Every ono fanililur
n lth Virglnia knows there's no dniibt }
but thnt she would stand for prolll-
bltlon if t'.ut to a vote; thereforc, lf!
tlie populntlon want lt. why not hnve
It? I understand tl». I.eglslnture Is for »

tlie people bv tlie people. Why
then shlrk hecessltles by tenderlng
roslgnatlon to duty'.'
The timo is nlgli at. hnnd. even nt

the doors. when candldntes aeeklnir
offlce must declare prohlbltlon tholr
crroatest problem; temperance. tholr
principnl thrmc-. In order to mastcr
the dciros for high honors. Who wlll
wrar that crown ot "Virglnia prohl¬
bltlon"? I am.

V»rv rein^etfully,
TMOS. HENSI-EY STE1.LK.

Concord, Va.. Janunry 2S, 190S.

Good Ronds.
Editor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:
Slr..I nm up ln the slxties. and

have heard go-d roads talked ever
slnce I can remember. and I can see
but littlo Improvemiut Some dlitrlcts
have road plows or road muchines, ann
the overseer wlll go over the road and
plle thc dirt up ln the middlo to
the depth or from one to tt:ree feet
and leavo a ditch on elther side,
and when we have a wet spell those
ditches get full of water. und the road*
bed ls thoroughly soaked, and the
mud is nub-deip. In^tead ot puttlns
culverts and dralnlng the water off, tlie
water ls damnied to a level wlth the
top of thc road-bed. I travel a gon.l
part of the State in vehicles, and the
be.t roads I find are the by-roads that
are seldom worked. I 3m satlsflcd
that if I live sixty years longer, I wlll
not see tho roads any better under the
present system.
The convlct system is all rlght, so far

as lt gocs.
They have had twenty-flve or llfty

men In Augusta county ton over a year.
and they have about two mllea of road
completed. At that rate how long
would It take to bulld the roads that
aro noodod in tho State?
The only way we wlll ever get gooi'

roads ls for lhe natlonal government to
bulld them wlth tho ald of the Statts
and counties. and then levy a tax, or
place a toll on them untll they are
paid for. We had a war wlth Spaln.
and tho government levled a 'ax tliat
paid the war debt, and the peoplo did
not miss lt
The government has rural wagons

travellng all over the country. aud 1
do th'nk they ought to do nornething 'o
put the roads in a condition to travei
over. I have great faith in your pn-
pcr. and I believe when you advocatt*
a ttilng it goes a long way* wlth 'hc
poople. A SUBSCRIBER.

.-.

E.vci-utlons at Penlteutlnrj-.
1'ditor of The Times-Dispatch: t
Sir..What do you "thlnk of the blll,

tihich scems fnvorably reported bythe _,eglslature. to have all executlon's
nt the penltentlary, and prohibit tiu*
n'ewspapers from giving any account of
th» scenos?

I think very well of havlng tho
oxeciitions at tho penltentlary;' but T
<io not thlnk that tlie blll should at-
tfmpt to thus muzzle thu freedom of
the press. If this la,/ wore to pa.->."
why could not they pass one that
would prohibit newspapors froni crlti-
cl7:Ing any act of nny publlc offlcer, nr
any action of any member of the
Legislature, or almost anvthing theychose to? I thlnk It would be well to
call the attentlon of the I.eglslaturc-
to tho followlng llnes:
'Tott cannot tell when you' pass an

act
.TitFt what the result may bc

But In every act you are sowlng soed.
Though.the hurvest you cannot see."
Wilburn. Va I. b. BELI-

If all the tenement dwellers in the
lower East Sido of New York City
should be in the streets surroundlng
their homes at one timo they would be
so crowded as hardly to be able to
move.

A new directory by tlie JRoyal Ob-
servatory of Belgiuha shows that there
nre 1,505 astronomers and, somowhat
over 550 observatorles in tho world.
Of tho oliHervatorles, moro than 100 arc
In tlie Britlsh I.sles, witli nenrly us
many ln tlio United States, tlie riumbei
ln othor countrles being much smnller

Livcrs Exchanged
IF thc active liver of thc
cod-fish could beput into

thc place of the torpid Jivcr
of theconsumptive itwould
probably do him a world
ofgood. Next best thingU

eott's EmoSsion
of Cod Livcr Oil. Almost
ajtjoodasa new liver. Thc
great power of SCOTT'S
EMULSION as a flesh-pro*'duccr provts that much of
thc activity of thc cod's
livcr is contained ln everyspoanfut.
All Drugniiu | 50c. .m| $1,00,

IN MARYS REIGN
By BARONESS EMMUSKA ORCZY.

CCopyright, 1007. by Emmuska Orozy, all rlghts roserved.)

CHAPTER XXVI.
Tho Provoentlon.

When Ursula flnnlly succeoded in e&-

aplng from lier room, where she hud
teen torcihlv confined.almost n prls»
nor.iu tho nlmrgo1 of two wn.tlng
vomcn, she rntitrncd to tho hall,,
'ugusiy hoplng that Wessex would
itni hu there. Sho found no one. Tho
ilosol door Was open; takmg mic of
ho Wtix tnpors In hor liauil, siie pooptitl
nto Iho itinor room nnd saw that II
viib empty,
On tim fnr rttg, ou the floor. was

itlll the impress of Harry I'liinlngf-nct's
<ody, us he hud curlcd hlmself up patl-;
mliy I" wait ahd siuep.
A suddtn druiigiit oxtinguliilied the

aper, nnd left Ihe Hiimll room ln total
lurkijcst*: to her overwrought nerves
t seemed cold and lonely, Ilko a new-
y onencd gruve. Wrssex hud gone
lecausu he hnd heard that shr> had
recelved h'lm. Thu slnnders uttered
igulnst her hnd found credcnce, ln hls
leart. Thus she mused. guesslng at
:he truth, perhaps not even roalizlng
iow much ho hnd suffered.

.She would not go back lo her room
fvst yet. Slio knew thut she cuuld not
rest. Though tlie room wns empty,
there seemeii someth.ng of him stlll ln
lt even ln Its cold aml desefted aspcct.
Sho llngered here, sltllng ln the chnlr

where he had sat and heard, She could
not cry. she would not glve way, for
sho wlshed to thlnk. Thereforu she
lln'gtrod.
Thus Fato worked Its will ln tho

strnngc history of that night.
Wessex did not know thal she hnd

returned. After the (.'nrd.nal had left
hls, hc wulted awhllo, but ho nover
guesScd thnt she would emne baek. Hud
ho not heard thut ber kludest favors
lmd be.-n the Kpanbtrd'u, ere hls
noblti Urnce had come norosH her path?
Wlth that almost morbid humlllty,
whlch Is such a pecullar and Inullon-
abla eliarncterlstic of a great love, he
thought It nu.te n.atural thnt she
should love Don Mlguel or any other
man, rnther lhan lilm, and now wns
only wllllng n. nuppnic thnt sho nml
gone lo li"r favurod gollnnt, leavlng
him In the rldlculoiis nnd pnlnful posl¬
tion ln Whicli sho had wantoniy placcd
him.
HC wail.'.'d ln a dcsultory fnshl'.in.

not rt'i'Uv hoping' thnt she would come.
Tlii'ti, ns slle'nce began to fall more ahd
more i.pon thc palaee. und the cloik ln
the greut tower hoonied tha tuldniglit
hour. ho flmtllj- turned hls steps to-
wards hls own npurunents.

To reach them he hnd to go along
the Cloisters,, atid traverse tne great
Audlence Chamber, whlch lay between
between hls suite of rooms nnd thal
ocoup.ed by the Cardlnal de Moreno
and Don Mlguel de Suarez.

As he tntered tha vast room, he was

tuiplrasantly aurprlsed to see the young
Spanlord standlng beslde thc dlstuiu
wlndow. -

Thu lights had been put out. but thn
two i>normotis bays were open, lettl.ig
in ?. tlood of brilliant moonlight. The
night war r.cculiarly balmy and tfweet,
nnd through the wlndow could be seen
tho exqula to panonuna of the gardena
nnd te-rraces of Hampton Court. wlth
riie rlver bnyond bathed In sllvery light.
Wessex had paused at thc door, hl»

eves riveted on that tUbtant plcture
w:hlch recalled so vlvldly to hls.achlng
senses the poctlc Idyll of th:s after¬
noon.

It was strange lhat Don Migm-l
should be stand ing just where he was,
between hhn and that vlslon so full ol
memorles now.
Wessex turned hls ey«e ors the Mar-

quis. who had not movgd wlien hc etr
lered and seemed nbsorbed ln thought.
"And there is the man who befort

me has looked ir. Ursulu's eyts," musec
the Duke. "To think that I have n

fancy for killing thut young reprjoate
biiiiuse he happens to bc more attrar
t.ve than riiysfclf . . . or b<v
r.nuso . . ."
He suddenly trlod to cheek hh

though ts. Ttiev wcrc bejtlnnlng to rio:
in hls braln. Cntll this very moment
when he saw the Spaniard standlnt
before him, he had not realized hon
much he hated lilm. All that ls prim'-
tlve, passlonate. sernl-t-'avage in mat
rose ln him ot the slght of hls rivu.1
A wlld deslre seized hlm'to rrio *na

wtakl'ng by the throat. to make lsln
riuake and suffer. If only. one-thou
sundth pnrt of the agony whlch hn<
tortured him this past hour.
Ho dellberately crossed the room

the-D opened the door -whlch led to hl
own apartments.

"Harry, old frlend," he called to hl
dog. "go. walt for me within. 1 havi
no need of try company ju«t now."
The beautlful creature, wlth thut d»

[culiar utierrlrg inst net of tho faithfu
beast, seemed eiulto reluctunt to ob iy
He stopped short. wagged hls tall. In
dulged ln all the tricks whlch h«- knev
usuallv upoealed to his master. 'ocg
iring in sllent and patlietlc langui,;
to '.. allowed to remain. B'i*. Wcw«
was riuitc 'nexorable. and Harry lJ;.tn
tagenet had perforco to go.
Thi door rlosrid unon .be I'tlke'

most devoted frlend; ln the meanwhll
Don Mlguel hud cvldcntlv pcrcolvcdlli
Grace. and now when Wessex turn"<
towards him he exchilmed. half In sur

prlae. half In tones of thinly velle,
vexption:
"Ah! Hls Graco of Wessex? Stil

ast'r. my lord. at thls hour?"
"At vour sf-rvlce. Marouls," rejolnei

the Duke coldly. "Hns Hls Eminenc
.rone to hls aparthients? - . Cai
T do aught for you?"
"Nnv. I thank Your Grace . .

tboutrht you. too, had retlred." stnm
mpied the young man. now 'n vJslM
omhnrrassmenl. "I must tonfess \ di
not tMrk to seo you.here."
"Whom did you eynect'to see. then?

quo'-ierl Wessex ciirtly.
"N'bv! niHthoiight Your Grace bn

sald that questlons could not be Indls
crct."

"W<nl?"' /
"Marry! /. . . your question thi

iliro ifjr Inrd
"Was Indlsereet?"
"Oh!" said the Spaniard deprecat

iiiciv., .»

."Which means that you expect
ladv."
"H» s Your G»*ace i"i,' ob>ctii,n i

tbat?" aue.rled .Don Migutjl,' with thin
Iv-v^iied sni'c-j>siii.
"None at all." renlled Wessex. wh

felt his pntlence aml self-enotrol 001
\x\K away from him blt by Mt. "I hi
not vour gu'afdlan, yet methlr>ks It I
becomes a gtt^st of your raiik to ir
diilore in low anvoii'ii b(.,>ratli the roi
of .'¦.e Queen of England."
"Whv should you call thein low.

rejoinecl tho Mnriuiis. .whoso mnnnt
bocn'ne more and more calm nml bliun
ns AVessex seemed to wox more vlolen
"You, of nll men. my lovd, should kno-
tbat we. nt court. so^k for pleasm
where we ure most 1'kely to flnd Ii."
"/\yo!_nr.a m llndlng the ploasut

nft loso our honor."
"Your Grace ls snvere."
"If my words offend you, sl», T iu

nt vour servlce," .:
"ls thls n ounrrel?"
"/s yo.n nlease."
'"Vnn'r Graco . ."
"Pnrdn'ri, mv lord Alnrouis." Intei

ruptp."1 Weasex li*ni«th t'lv. s»d I" tone
of witberlii-r eont^mrit. "I did ni
know ti-nt there vuro m-v cowarc
am"**tr thi irr»i>d»M' of Pnaln."
"Bv our Lfidv. Your G-«re Is S'Oit)

too far" '.(.torted f'e S?r>Mniard.
And ,w)th a on'i-k ges*.\!ve he ui

«)r-'>t>Pd bls sword,.
¦Vf^osey's oi-fo Hrr^ted uti wlth tl

'lve of n SPtlsP^d deslre. Ho Icvov? po
that t>Ms ls vl]Pt hf hnd lonWh f'
ovor slrro the ymirir mnp's Wolei
I'nugh had fir^t ernto,) uriplri'H«iHPily'<
'¦.ls «nr. Por f>»« movn»i*t n'l t'-ot n
ItondiT hnd poeHe. (ind noblo ln- plm wi
I'oiecmtfld to the vorv huolct-rninul
hls senil, Tle wns anlv u 1'immn croi

;liiie wlui sufferpil -ar«l wlsh'ed to
ivivngo'i. nu miipuil \vl". wus H'ound'i.'i.il -.oklug to kni. ih- would lifji
I'lushed/to own thnt vlinl; ho lonir<
[or pqw, nlo.vo everythlng ori oiit'l
wan thc slght of that mnn'a Mood.
"Xav, mv lord." lie'sald uuletly, "tf

nve ohlliiron to glvu one unother a pli
priclt or so?"
And Iiavlne drnwn hls sword, he ui

shcathcd hls long Itallan daggor, and
holdlng It in hls left hand he quickly
wrappcd hls eioak around thal arm.
"You nre mud," prutested Don .Miguel

wlth u, frown, for a sword-and-dagrgi(r
llKht monnt dcnth to onn man at lea'st,
nnd a iriorlni combut wlth ono so des-
P'.'iiiln ns AVessex lind not formod partof tno progriimniO mo curefillly lirrungcilby tho Cardliinl do Mornno.

"Liy llin mass, man," wns tho Duke'n
cnlm ntiswer, "urt *ivaltlii(_r to feel niy
gluvo on tliy clietk?"

"Ah yon wlll, then," retorlcd Doil
M-guel, I'.-itii tufiiiy drawlng hls own.
daggor, "lnii I nwear thnt tnis quarrclI.s iiiuie or my iniiklng,"'.***o'-**-'tls nf mlnol.cu jarnrde!"Don Mlrglicl waa pule tn tlio llpS.,Not thu*. fie wus a coward; he had.fouglil moro thnn onn serlous duel be¬fore noiv and rlsked his. llfo oftoiienough for moro pnstlmo or tiport. Butthere wuh such a wolrd gllttcr in the
eyea of thla inun, whom ho and hlsthlef hnd so wantotilv wronged torthe sakc of their own political advance-ment. hucIj a cold determlnation tokill. tlifit. much agalnst his will tho
Spanlard f..ll un Icy Blilvor runnltti_down hls Hplne,
Tho room. too. half ln darkness. wltli

only the mrunge. almost tinroal. brll-liancy of tlie inoon sheddlng u pailidllght over one portion of the floor. thntroitiuti wl.ori* one map w.as to dle!
The .Marquis de .Sunrez had beenproyoked; hls wns therefore the rlglituf s.lcctlng hls own posltlon for thoI'.jinbut. Tn tlie case of such a pcculiat*illtim'iiutlon, this wns a great lnitl.il

adVtttltnge.
Tho Spanlard. with hls back towar.1.

tli..* grcut open l*iys. lind hls antagonUtb.fore hlm lu full llght. whllst hls jwii
ligure nppenrcd only na a dark sllhnti-
r*tt,*. ,-lusiv.- and intonsely dcceptlvc.Wessex, however, sf-omud totnlly un-
i-'iii.tioiis of II" dlsinlvuiilng. of hfn
ew(l posltlon. Tb* wus sttll dressed Iri
th'* rlch whllo satln doublet ln whlcfilie hud nppear.d at the lnnnuet a few
[hours ngo. The broud rlbbon of thn
(tiirter. tl..; dellcate lace at the throatthe Jewels wlilch ha wore. ull would1|help, lu the,brllllant llght, to guld;i
ihis eiu'iny's dncerer towards hla brensi.

I'.ui lie seemoi! only liupatlent to bo-clti. tlu- Ihsuo ono way or tbe- othor,
i. nttered to blm not nt all. The Spntt-lard s death or bla own v/.as all that he

l'»*-slrod.r>erI»ii.H hls own now. for<-liolce. He folt. less blt ter. Irsn-hu-toil nh-,1. slnce be hold hls sword iui'in hntiil. and only vdgucjy recollerte'ithat Spanlards made a>oa«<t these davs
j-'f carrylng polsoned daggers In tholr;belts.

CHAPTER XXVII.
j Tlie Flght.

Whllst Con lliguel was preparlntffor tn? iifn.t. a siigi.t sound suddenli*|Couscd hlm to turn towards that aidr.
|ti tlio room fron. when..* a tall oaketiIcloor led lo hlo own and tlie Cardlnai's
apnrtments. His eyes, renderod pecu-1 arly kten by the Immlnence of hls
own ar.nstr. i|ui-.k)y p.rctlv.d a tliii.f'llet of artlliclal, light running up-wi.rds from lhe floor. which nt onco
xngcested to hlm that the door waa[slightly ujur.

It had certainly been cloied -vhSriW . stii-x flrct entered the room. l"te-
ihlnd It. as Den Miguel well knew, tlm
Cardinal do Morcno had been watch-

j Ing- ho was the great stage-managerof thi* drarna whi.h he had c.utrlv.d
should te enscted this nlglit uef.r«

illis Grace. The young Marquis was
[only one of tbe chlef uetor.. ire prln-c'l'iil ac-tres-i belng the wt-nch Sl'rrab,
vho. surfiltc-d with wlne. Impati.n..rnd vioient. had fcecn kODt a clo.o
prison'.-r by His J_*m!nence theso last sli"
..ourr past.
That littk- gllmmcr of light dispeilettDon .Mig-uel'a strange obsesa'or,. Ti:«>

Cardinal. wlth th. slig.M op.nlug of
that door. l.ad plainly rn.ant to inJI**
tate that he tya_ on tlie alert. and that
tl.;/-. unrel inrsed sconc of tho draiut
would not be enuct.d wlthout his In'-
t'.rfernnce. Tho Duke. who had h'.s
L'-ck »o that portion of the room. had
ovidor.tly seen and heard nothlng.
and tho whole llttle eplsode had oc-
curred in icss than three seconds.
Now Don .Miguel was ready. and "th"

next moment thc swords clashrd
agalnst one anb.hc-r. Eyo to eye thtssn
two onemles seemed to gauge one an-
othcr's strength. '."o.- the m-imnnt their
daggers held ln the U-.'t band only actod
a3 wcapons of defense. tlie cloak's

¦! wrappcd round thelr arms were atlll-
clhrb.r.t shoaths.
Very soon the Spanlard realized. tha"

hie orlfjtnii) fears bad not been exaK,-
! premtrd. Wefsex was a form dabjeop-
. ponont, absolutely calro. a sklllful fenc-
;er. and with a wri3t whlch soemed madf>
of stcol. Hls attack ,J»U8 oulck iinS
vlgoroua. step by stcpiWlowly but nn]-errlnsjly.he forced tli__ilarquls away
from the stronghold iflliis positlou.

j Try hew he mlgl.t. parryfiow he couN',.
the voung Spaniard gradunlly found
Imsolf tbrust more and moro Into full

llght. wh'lst hls antaKonlst was eouabv
,' steadlly working his ivay round <¦.>.

'; v. j.nls i.hi; more alvaiitaKOOUS nost.
[ No sound came fro.u th" Carriln.ii'u

upartmcnls, and Don Miguel dared not
j even glance towards tho door. for.:',.<>

--.i-iftcst look would havo proved hls
undoirigr.
Wossex's foce was like a mask.- qiile*.

inipussivf.. almost stony ln Its rlgld
. x),i'e.-.-"on of p.rfect detonnlnatioi'.
": The .Spanlard ,was stlll steadily Joslnip

srpii'riL: anotKer fow mlnutes and lo*.
, t would Ui in full 'ight, whllst thc Duke>
.: flgure would become th« d^ceptlve sll-
!i liouette. Under these condltlons. and j
. ncainst such a perfect swordsmnn. tbo .

;JIarqui» knew that- hls' doam was
. sealc-d. An Icy sweaf broke out upon

hls fotvhead. He would hnvo bartered
j half h'*s fortune to know what waa
. gol"f? on beblnd (the door.

Von one awful- raomert the thought
crossed .bls mind thnt His Emlnence.';

s iH-rl\np... -hnd deereertbls drath at tbo
l'.nds ofrWessox, -Who khnv*r. Tho

j ways of dlplomacy »r*« oft torti""'.';
-(nml ever cruel: nona knew that better

than Don Mlcruel de Suarp/ >iims*>lf. J
a How ,cft hU'l.be callOusly <-xtrclsed the

rlght glven bhn ty vlrtue of some Im-
oortant mlss'on entru«,tod to Mm ln

_ order to sweep ruthlessly nshle the
lesher pawtu. whlch stood In tite wr.y

0 of bls sueee.s?
lind he biiome tho lesser pnwn now

n { ln this glgnntic Vame of cbess. lu
1 which the band of a Ouoen tvlas the

flnnl prlzo for the v'ctor? "Was hls
t death tt the hurd of tbls man of piore

Iniportance to tlio success of the Car-
dlnal's intrlgiies than his life would
b>? if so, H.-aven alone could help
him, fov lils Emlnence -would not hesl-
tnl« to sacrificp him merollossly.

Tlie liorror of those thoughts gavo
tbo young man tho strength nf despal'".
But ho mlght- just as well have tr'ed
tc plorco n* stone wall "as to brenk the
gui'de of tMs ininnssivo and deudlv
-'innent. Hls own wrlst was bogln-
nlng to tlre; the combnt hnd lasted
lliuli on a nunrter.'of¦*¦" I'niiv. r«'**d '.ho
next few mlnutes would inevltnMy see
its'fatn'l 'ssiie, Tho liuke's attacks bn-
mmo more swift a'"1 v'olent. o-p'.-e or
livli'd i'lrendv Don MIcrtuM Vp.d' ?11 but.
felt His araco'3 Jagger at hls throat.

(To bc Continued To-ir}orrpw.)
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